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Money makes the 

world go around

Even the best business ideas get nowhere 

without sound financial management. So whether 

you want to work for big business, be the 

next Richard Branson or have your own small 

business, a knowledge of financial management 

is vital.

This Accounting course equips you with the 

necessary knowledge and skills to be able to 

assess the performance of all types of business 

organisations. It will enable you to effectively 

analyse and evaluate financial data so that 

you can make judgements, decisions and 

recommendations about how businesses can 

manage their financial affairs. 

The bottom line
If you’re focused on further study or a career 
in accounting, banking or business, this course 
is a great choice. But even if you plan on 
becoming a professional musician or technical 
wizard, it’s good to know about accounting. 
That way you’ll be able to control your 
own finances and understand 
the implications of business 
propositions. 
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“your financial acumen can 

support a wide number of careers”

Your key  
learning topics
In the first year (AS) you’ll have two study 

modules: ‘Introduction to financial accounting’ 

and ‘Financial and management accounting’. 

In the first module you’ll learn about key 

accounting records like ledgers, balance 

sheets and profit & loss accounts. Your second 

module 
includes 
accounting 
for sole 
traders and for limited companies, final 

accounts, budgetary controls and the impact of 

technology on accounting.

Year two (A2) builds on that firm foundation 

with two more study modules, which are a 

more in-depth study of financial accounting and 

then of management accounting. In financial 

accounting you’ll investigate sources of finance, 

partnership and limited company accounts, plus 

accounting standards. Then in management 

accounting you’ll move on to manufacturing 

accounts, costing, capital investments, 

budgeting and social accounting.

On your 
marks...
In the first year you’ll sit two papers: 

one for each study module during the 

year. Each paper lasts 90 minutes and 

carries 50% of your marks for the year. 

The second year is similar. Again you’ll 

have two papers to sit: one for each study 
module 
during the 
year. Each 
paper lasts 

two hours and carries 50% of your marks for 

the year.

Where will success 
take me?
Many students who take accounting go on to 

university and become qualified accountants, 

working for accountancy practices or within 

an organisation. With a few years experience, 

some accountants then decide to start their 

own practice. But your financial acumen can 

support a wide number of other careers. For 

example, you could work in local government if 

you like politics or for a phone company if you 

like communications technology. Perhaps you’d 

like to work in general management, banking, 

retail or leisure - money is the common 

denominator. With accounting skills you could 

end up working in just about any area you 

choose.
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Will it fit in my life?

Students who take accounting often also take Business Studies, 

Economics and Mathematics. But Accounting also supports other 

studies, particularly Arts and Sciences. After these studies you 

might end up being self-employed or managing a department for an 

organisation. 

 Can’t wait to get started?

Your tutor and career adviser will be the best people to help you 

decide whether this course is the right choice for you. They will be as 

passionate as you to find the best subject to develop your talents!
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For more info, visit:

www.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/accounting_new.php

What skills will I learn?Accounting helps students 
develop a number of skills: 
 
•  Organisation and assessment 
of data 

•  Investigation and analysis •  Effective communication•  Team working to achieve results• Working on your own initiative• Methodical and critical thinking.




