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Proposed arrangements for support with transport to:  
 

• Students aged 16-19 attending school sixth forms, 
colleges, or other training providers. 

 

• Students aged 16-25 with Learning Difficulties and / or 
Disabilities or Special Educational Needs attending 
colleges, or other training providers. 

 

• Students aged 16-19 with Statements of Special 
Educational Needs attending school sixth forms. 
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Introduction 
 
This document outlines the support with transport Warwickshire County Council 
is proposing to offer for the 2011/12 academic year to the following groups of 
young people. 
 

• Students aged 16-19 attending school sixth forms or colleges or training 
providers. 

 

• Students aged 16-25 with Learning Difficulties and / or Disabilities or 
Special Educational Needs attending colleges. 

 

• Students aged 16-19 with Statements of Special Educational Needs 
attending school sixth forms. 

 
The overall intention of our proposals is to: 
 

• Ensure that all learners of sixth form age (and those up to the age of 25 
with Learning Difficulties and / or Disabilities or Special Educational 
Needs) are able to access the education and training of their choice; 

 

• Ensure that if support for access is required, this will be assessed and 
where necessary, provided. 

 

• Ensure equality of provision for those attending schools, colleges and 
other training providers. 

 
As a result of the Apprenticeships, Skills, Children and Learning Act 2009, Local 
Authorities are required to consult widely on their proposed arrangements for 
Post 16 transport. 
 
During the course of the consultation period we will be seeking the views of 
schools, colleges, parents and young people. 
 
This document contains information on our proposals and explains how you can 
have your say. 
 
 
Legislative Requirements 
 
Local Authorities have a duty to prepare and publish an annual transport policy 
statement. This needs to specify the travel arrangements for the provision of 
transport or otherwise that the authority considers it necessary to make to 
facilitate the attendance of all persons of sixth form age receiving education or 
training.  
 
The Local Authority is provided with discretion to determine what transport and 
support is necessary to facilitate young people's attendance. This power to 
provide transport or financial support must be exercised reasonably and lawfully. 
 
In determining what transport and support to provide, local authorities must have 
regard to the following: 
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• The needs of those for whom it would not be reasonably practicable to 
attend a particular establishment to receive education or training if no 
arrangements were made. 

 

• The need to secure that persons in the area have reasonable 
opportunities to choose between different establishments at which 
education and training is provided. 

 

• Distance from the learners home to establishments of education and 
training. 

 

• Journey time to access different establishments. 
 

• The cost of transport to the establishment in question. 
 

• Alternative means of facilitating attendance at establishments. 
 
 
Background 
 
Warwickshire County Council currently provides free or subsidised transport to 
around 1,500 students continuing their education beyond year 11.  
 
The cost of this transport is in excess of £1.5 million pounds per year, and the 
only direct funding we receive toward this cost is a grant of around £100,000 per 
year.   
 
As a result of the financial difficulties faced by all Local Authorities, Elected 
Members took the difficult decision in the early part of 2010 that the transport 
subsidy we currently provide will have to be reduced and eventually removed.  
 
As a result of this decision, a number of changes were made to the support 
offered with transport for the 2010/11 academic year. 
 
In order to help those students who were already part way through a course, 
Elected Members agreed that these students should receive a higher level of 
support than those students yet to start a course.  
 
The arrangements for the 2010/11 academic year are as follows: 
 

• For students aged 16-19 attending a school sixth form or college, in their 
second year of study, the annual charge for transport has increased from 

£300 to £400. Where the student is from a low-income family
1
, the charge 

has been waived. A travel allowance up to a maximum of £660 is offered 
where no suitable Warwickshire County Council transport operates. 

 

                                            
1
 For the 2010/11 academic year students are considered to be from a low-income family if 
the family are in receipt of income support, income based jobseekers allowance, or the 
guarantee element of state pension credit. 
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• For students aged 16-19 attending a school sixth form or college, in their 
first year of study, the annual charge is £540. No discount is available to 
students from a low-income family. A small travel allowance of £120 is 
offered where no suitable Warwickshire County Council transport 
operates. 
 

• For students aged 16-25 with Learning Difficulties and / or Disabilities or 
Special Educational Needs, attending a college, in their second year of 

study, the annual charge has increased from £300 to £400. Where the 
student is from a low-income family, the charge has been waived. A travel 
allowance based on the distance from home to college is available. 

 

• For students aged 16-25 with Learning Difficulties and / or Disabilities or 
Special Educational Needs, attending a college, in their first year of study, 
the annual charge is £540. No discount is available to students from a low-
income family. A travel allowance based on the distance from home to 
college is available. This is calculated less the parental contribution. 

 

• For students aged 16-19 with Statements of Special Educational Needs, 
attending school sixth forms, free transport is provided where considered 
necessary. 

 
 
What are the proposals? 

 
While Warwickshire County Council is committed to supporting students over the 
age of 16, the support offered needs to be within the resources available and 
applied consistently. We are therefore proposing the following for the 2011/12 
academic year. 
 
 
Students aged 16-19 attending a school sixth form, college, or other 
training provider 
 
A payment of £660 will allow a student to travel on one of our vehicles. This will 
be subject to a suitable service operating and a place being available. Students 
will need to be resident in Warwickshire and attending a full-time course (more 
than 16 hours per week). This could be made by two instalments of £250 
(Autumn and Spring Terms) and one of £160 (Summer Term). 
 
Students do not need to be attending the nearest establishment to their home 
offering the course studied. 
 
While travel allowances will not be offered, we are proposing a reduced charge to 
students from low-income families (see below). This will halve the annual rate to 
£330. This could be made by two instalments of £125 (Autumn and Spring 
Terms) and one of £80 (Summer Term). 
 
Warwickshire County Council passes are only valid for a specific service in the 
morning, and a specific service in the afternoon.  
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Commercial Services 
 
In many cases, there will not be a suitable Warwickshire County Council service 
in operation. In order to help students access their choice of course, we will be 
working closely with transport operators and colleges to ensure that alternative 
services are available. 
 
Students will need to apply directly to operators for a pass.  
 
While we are unable to control the cost of passes from commercial operators, 
Warwickshire County Council will encourage them to offer flexible payment 
options to students.  
 
Commercial passes are normally more flexible than the passes Warwickshire 
County Council issue as they can normally be used at evenings or weekends. 
 
Low Income Families 
 
For students aged 16 and over (Year 12 and above), we will consider them to be 
from a low-income family if they fall into any of the categories below. They will 
therefore qualify for the reduced charge where a suitable Warwickshire County 
Council service is available. 

 

• Families in receipt of Income Support. 

• Families in receipt of Income Based Jobseekers Allowance. 

• Families who receive Child Tax Credit and have an annual income below 
the relevant threshold. 

• Families who receive Employment and Support Allowance (Income 
related). 

• Families who receive The Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit. 

• Families who receive support under Part VI of the Immigration and  
Asylum Act 1999.  

• Families in receipt of the maximum level of Working tax Credit. 
 
   
Students aged 16-25 with Learning Difficulties and / or Disabilities or 
Special Educational Needs attending a college or other training provider 

 
Transport will be available to students who meet the following eligibility criteria: 
 

• Have (or had) a statement of Special Educational Needs. 
 

• Are resident in Warwickshire. 
 

• Are attending a full-time course (16+ hours per week). 
 

• Are aged over 16 and under 25 on 31st August 2011. 
 

• Have a journey from home to school, college or training provider, 
which, given consideration of the student’s special needs, they would 
be unable to get to the establishment unless transport was provided.  
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• Have made a payment of £660 for the academic year. This could be 
made by two instalments of £250 (Autumn and Spring Terms) and one 
of £160 (Summer Term). If the student is from a low-income family 
(using the new definition above) the charge would be halved. 

 
Students who start a course while under the age of 25 will only receive 
assistance up until the end of the academic year in which their 25

th
 birthday 

falls. 
 
The transport provided will be dependant on a student’s particular needs. 
Where necessary, we will seek advice from relevant professionals if there is 
any dispute over the nature of transport requested / required. 
 
Reasonable adjustments will be made to provide transport which accommodates 
student’s individual timetables. However, when considered necessary and 
reasonable, students may be required to wait at college at the beginning or end 
of the day. 
 
Travel Allowances 
 
Warwickshire County Council recognises the importance of encouraging young 
people to travel independently. Travel Allowances are therefore available to 
students aged 16-25 with Learning Difficulties and / or Disabilities or Special 
Educational Needs attending a college or other training provider. 
 
Travel Allowances are subject to the eligibility criteria outlined above. 
 
The rate per mile is 25 pence, and the amount paid will be calculated based on 
two return journeys per day. This will then be multiplied by the number of days 
the student attends with payment made at the end of the Autumn, Spring and 
Summer Terms. 
 
As an example, if the journey from home to college is 5 miles, we will pay the 
following: 
 
5 miles per day multiplied by two return journeys = 20 miles per day. 
20 miles per day multiplied by 190 days attended = 3800 miles. 
3800 miles multiplied by 25 pence per mile = £950 for the academic year. 
 
 
Students aged 16-19 with Statements of Special Educational Needs 
attending school sixth forms 
 
Transport will be available to students who are attending a special school or 
mainstream school sixth form. However, we are proposing that for students 
starting Year 12 from September 2011 onwards, a parental contribution will be 
required. This is in line with our current policy for students attending a college or 
other training provider. 
 
Students starting Year 13 in September 2011 who are currently in receipt of free 
transport will continue to receive this during the 2011/12 academic year. 
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For those students commencing Year 12 in September 2011, a payment of £660 
for the academic year will be required. This could be made by two instalments of 
£250 (Autumn and Spring Terms) and one of £160 (Summer Term). If the student 
is from a low-income family (using the new definition above) the charge would be   
halved. 
 
Assistance with transport will be discussed during Year 11 as part of the annual 
review and with support from other agencies as appropriate. 
 
Travel allowances would also be available on the same basis as those offered to 
Students aged 16-25 with Learning Difficulties and / or Disabilities or Special 
Educational Needs attending a college or other training provider 
 
Any specific queries regarding this aspect of the consultation must be addressed 
in writing to the Assessment, Statementing and Review Service.  
 
Email: sentransportconsultation@warwickshire.gov.uk 
 
 
Vulnerable groups 
 
We will consider on an individual basis requests for transport for Looked After 
Children, Refugees, and Asylum Seekers. In determining what support to provide 
we will have regard to the relevant legislation. 
 
 
Your feedback 
 
We want to hear your views on our proposals for 2011/12. To let us know what 
you think, please use one of the following ways to ensure your feedback is taken 
into account.  
 
By Post – please send us your comments to: 

 
Education Transport,  
Children, Young People and Families Directorate, 
Warwickshire County Council, 
Saltisford Office Park, 
Ansell Way, 
Warwick, 
CV34 4UL. 
 
By Email – email your views to educationtransport@warwickshire.gov.uk 

 
All comments must be received by 17.00 on Friday 18 February 2011. 
 
 
 
 


